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Introduction
 
This document is the Area Plan for Seneca Trail Resource Conservation and Development (RC&D) Council Inc.  It was developed by soliciting public input through a survey of 250 individuals and partners in the five county area served by the Seneca Trail RC&D.  In addition to the survey results, personal interviews were conducted, and RC&D Council members were provided guidance on the development of this plan.  The Area served by this plan include: Allegany County, Cattaraugus County, Chautauqua County, Livingston County, Wyoming County and the Seneca Nation of Indians.

The purpose of this plan is to provide a strategic direction for the organization.  The organization is stronger than ever before, yet more efforts are needed to ensure a strong sustainable organization that serves the communities in our area. In order to operate effectively, the Council must utilize available resources to guide its work. The Area Plan is one of the tools the Council uses. The Area Plan indicates the problems, concerns and needs of the people in the RC&D area. It also contains various alternative solutions and potential methods for implementing and solving these concerns and needs.  Included in the plan are goals and objectives to set a course of action for the Council.  The Council develops this plan with assistance from the sponsoring agencies, concerned individuals and groups, and the Council’s conservation partners.  

Congress passed the Food and Agricultural Act of 1962, which authorized Resource Conservation and Development areas.  The purpose of the act was to expand opportunities for conservation districts, local units of governments, and individuals to improve their communities in multi-county areas.  This included assistance in enhancing the economic, environmental and social well being of the RC&D Areas. Currently, the USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service administers the Federal RC&D Program. This document serves as an agreement between NRCS and the Seneca Trail Resource Conservation and Development Council Inc.

Organization Overview  
Vision – 

The Seneca Trail RC&D Council will serve to facilitate improvements in the quality of life in the five county RC&D area.
Mission –

The mission of the Seneca Trail Resource Conservation and Development Council is to provide the leadership required to develop and implement projects and programs to protect the environment, provide economic development, create jobs, improve the standard of living, and enrich lives through the conservation, development and wise use of the Area’s human and natural resources.

Background and Structure of the Council 
The Eighty-seventh Congress of the United States passed enabling legislation (Public Law 87-703) which allowed local citizens to form and operate Resource Conservation and Development (RC&D) projects.  This legislation was adopted on the premise that local citizens, primarily in rural areas, could collectively develop and implement action-oriented plans for the (1) social, (2) economic, and (3) environmental betterment of their own communities, without interference from federal, state, or local government.  The function of the RC&D is to develop plans and seek both financial and technical assistance from the best qualified sources available, whether it be federal, state, local, industry or private foundations, to implement their own locally developed plan.  

Recognizing the benefits to be derived from such an organization, local citizens formed the Seneca Trail RC&D Council, Inc. on April 28, 1968.  At that time its boundaries encompassed Allegany, Cattaraugus, and Chautauqua counties.  Seeing the success of the Council, Wyoming County requested, and was granted, admittance to the area in 1984.  In 1992, Livingston County and the Seneca Nation of Indians were also admitted.  The Council received its 501(c)3 non-profit designation from the Internal Revenue Service and was incorporated in the State of New York in May 1991.

The governing body of the Seneca Trail RC&D Council is the membership.  The Executive Boards consists of 18 members representing the following sponsoring organizations: Allegany County Board of Legislators, Allegany County Soil and Water Conservation District, Cattaraugus County Legislature, Cattaraugus County Soil and Water Conservation District, Chautauqua County Legislature, Chautauqua County Soil and Water Conservation District, Livingston County Board of Supervisors, Livingston County Soil and Water Conservation District, Wyoming County Board of Supervisors, Wyoming County Soil and Water Conservation District, Seneca Nation of Indians Tribal Council, Seneca Nation Soil and Water Conservation District.  Each year the members elect four officers of the Executive Board to carry on the day to day operations of the Council.
Overview of the Area 

The Seneca Trail RC&D Area is located in western New York State and includes Allegany, Cattaraugus, Chautauqua, Livingston and Wyoming Counties. The Seneca Nation of Indians tribal lands are located in Allegany, Cattaraugus and Chautauqua Counties, as well as a small amount of acres in adjoining Erie County, NY. 
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Demographics

The Seneca Trail Resource Conservation and Development (RC&D) Council, Inc. is comprised of five counties in southwestern New York.  Those counties include: Allegany, Cattaraugus, Chautauqua, Livingston and Wyoming.  In addition the Seneca Trail RC&D Council serves the Seneca Nation of Indians located in Allegany, Cattaraugus and Chautauqua Counties. The RC&D area is over 2.9 million acres with a population of 381,384 people according to the 2000 Census.
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	County
	Population Estimates; July 1,2006
	Census 2000; April 1,2000
	Percent Change
	Urban Population
	Rural Population
	Per Capita Income

	Allegany 
	50267
	49927
	0.7
	10,371
	39,556
	$14,975

	Cattaraugus 
	81534
	83955
	-2.9
	34,920
	49,035
	$15,959

	Chautauqua 
	135357
	139750
	-3.1
	82,383
	57,367
	$16,840

	Livingston 
	64173
	64328
	-0.2
	28,995
	35,333
	$18,062

	Wyoming 
	42613
	43424
	-1.9
	15,501
	27,923
	$17,248


A table with complete demographic information for the five counties and New York State can be found in the Appendix.

Natural Resources
[image: image4.jpg]Now York Common Resourco Areas.

[ 1011 - Ot e P an Finger Lakes Regien
[F5] 127, - Eastom Avegheny istea and Monrtans

I 150, - Lake e Giscined iy

[ 140.1 - Giaciated Alegheny Platsau and Catskil Mourtains




The geographical area of the Seneca Trail RC&D Council is comprised of four Common Resource Areas shown in the picture above. These CRA are described below.

101.1- Ontario-Erie and Finger Lakes Region CRA: Low remnant beach ridges interspersed with a relatively level lake plain in the North.  Drumlins are prominent in an east-west belt in the center of the area.  Major soil resource concerns are sheet and rill erosion, sedimentation by storm water runoff, maintenance of the content of organic matter and productivity of the soils as well as soil moisture. Sedimentation from non-point sources, such as agricultural and urban runoff is also a concern.
127.1 – The Eastern Allegheny Plateau and Mountains CRA: is composed of a deeply dissected plateau. There are level to gently rolling plateau remnants. The elevation ranges 980 feet in the lowest valleys up to 4600 feet on some of the mountaintops. Local relief is mainly about 330 feet to 980 feet or more. The major soil resource concerns are sheet, rill, and gully erosion, land slippage; subsidence caused by mining, stream bank erosion, and reduced organic matter content on cropland. The average annual precipitation is ranges from 33 to 68 inches and increases with elevation to the south. 

139.1 – The Lake Erie Glaciated Plateau CRA: consists of a gently to strongly rolling, dissected glaciated plateau with a narrow fairly flat band along Lake Erie. Elevation ranges from 660 to 1,000 feet. Local relief is about 7 to 50 feet. Major soil resource concerns are sheet and rill erosion, sedimentation by storm water runoff, maintenance of the content of organic matter and productivity of the soils as well as soil moisture. The average annual precipitation is 34 to 50 inches and is generally evenly distributed throughout the year. 

140.1 – Glaciated Allegheny Plateau CRA: is broad and is nearly level to moderately sloping. Elevation is typically 650 to 1,000 feet on the valley floors; 1,650 to 2,000 feet on the plateau surface. Major soil resource concerns are water erosion, soil wetness, and maintenance of the content of organic matter and productivity of the soils. Sedimentation from non-point sources, such as agricultural and urban runoff is also a concern. The average annual precipitation is 30 to 45 inches. 
The percent of forest cover ranges from 38% in Livingston and Wyoming to 63% in Allegany, with both Cattaraugus and Chautauqua Counties around 58%. Forest dependant industries are a close second to agriculture as the leading industry in the RC&D area.  The forest industry, excluding revenue from recreational uses, has an economic impact over $1.2 million annually.  The continued growth and health of the forest resource is important to keep this industry viable while at the same time protecting the related resources of wildlife and water quality. 

Lakes, rivers and streams make up nearly 12% of the land area in the RC&D area.  Protecting and improving the water quality of these water bodies has been a concern with many groups.  All five counties have initiated a county water quality group that is concerned with this issue. The RC&D area contains three major watersheds, the Great Lakes, with direct drainage to Lakes Erie and Ontario, the Mississippi Watershed through the Allegany River, and a small portion of the Susquehanna Watershed through the Canisteo Creek in Allegany County.

Agriculture 

In all of the 5 Counties in the RC&D Area agriculture is the leading industry with over 1,062,791 acres in active production
	2002 NYS Ag Census
	Total Farms
	Acres
	# of Family Farms
	Average Age of Farmer
	Average Years on Farm

	Allegany
	867
	180,169
	804
	53.6
	20.3

	Cattaraugus
	1,157
	201,913
	1,061
	51.8
	21

	Chautauqua
	1,734
	255,896
	1,580
	54.6
	22.3

	Livingston
	801
	209,496
	691
	53.9
	21.1

	Wyoming
	767
	215,317
	675
	51.1
	21.2


In Allegany County there were 180,169 acres in farms, 27 percent of the county's total 659,200 acres. Allegany County ranks 14th in the state for number of farms and 16th for land in farms.

In 2002, according to the Census of Agriculture, the market value of all agricultural products sold from county farms was $45.6 million. Total sales averaged $52,553 per farm. The leading products sold were: dairy products, cattle and calves, nursery and greenhouse, vegetables, and hay & silage. 

In Cattaraugus County there were 201,913 acres in farms, 24 percent of the county's total 838,400 acres. Cattaraugus County ranks 5th in the state for number of farms and 11th for land in farms. In 2002, according to the Census of Agriculture, the market value of all agricultural products sold from county farms was $58.4 million. Total sales averaged $50,434 per farm. The leading products sold were: dairy products, nursery & greenhouse, cattle & calves, hay & silage, and grains & dry beans.

In Chautauqua County there were 255,896 acres in farms, 37 percent of the county's total 679,680 acres. Chautauqua County ranks 1st in the state for number of farms and 4th for land in farms. In 2002, according to the Census of Agriculture, the market value of all agricultural products sold from county farms was $99.2 million. Total sales averaged $57,232 per farm. The leading products sold were: dairy products, fruits & nuts, cattle and calves vegetables and nursery & greenhouse.

In Livingston County there were 209,496 acres in farms, 51 percent of the county's total 404,480 acres. Livingston County ranks 16th in the state for number of farms and 8th for land in farms.

In 2002, according to the Census of Agriculture, the market value of all agricultural products sold from county farms was $84.1 million. Total sales averaged $104,942 per farm. The leading products sold were: dairy products, grains & dry beans, cattle & calves, vegetables, and hay & other crops.

In Wyoming County there were 215,317 acres in farms, 57 percent of the county's total 379,465 acres. There were 767 farms in the county averaging 283 acres per farm. Wyoming County ranks 18th in the state for number of farms and 7th for land in farms. In 2002, according to the Census of Agriculture, the market value of all agricultural products sold from county farms was $178.0 million. Total sales averaged $232,078 per farm. The leading products sold were: dairy products, vegetables, cattle & calves, hay & other crops, and grains & dry beans. 
Detailed information on the types of farms found in the area can be found in the Appendix.

Socioeconomic Information
The following chart from the 2000 Census details population and socioeconomic condition in the RC&D area.

	People QuickFacts
	Allegany
	Cattaraugus
	Chautauqua
	Livingston
	Wyoming

	Population, 2006 estimate    
	50,267
	81,534
	135,357
	64,173
	42,613

	Population, percent change, April 1, 2000 to July 1, 2006    
	0.70%
	-2.90%
	-3.10%
	-0.20%
	-1.90%

	Persons 65 years old and over, percent, 2005    
	13.90%
	14.60%
	15.90%
	12.10%
	12.60%

	Female persons, percent, 2005    
	49.70%
	50.90%
	50.90%
	50.20%
	45.50%

	White persons, percent, 2005    (a)
	97.00%
	94.80%
	95.80%
	95.00%
	93.10%

	Black persons, percent, 2005    (a)
	1.10%
	1.30%
	2.40%
	3.10%
	5.80%

	American Indian and Alaska Native persons, percent, 2005    (a)
	0.30%
	2.50%
	0.50%
	0.30%
	0.30%

	Asian persons, percent, 2005    (a)
	1.00%
	0.60%
	0.40%
	0.90%
	0.50%

	Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander, percent, 2005    (a)
	0.00%
	0.00%
	0.00%
	0.00%
	0.10%

	Persons reporting two or more races, percent, 2005    
	0.70%
	0.80%
	0.80%
	0.70%
	0.30%

	Persons of Hispanic or Latino origin, percent, 2005    (b)
	1.10%
	1.20%
	4.60%
	2.30%
	3.10%

	White persons not Hispanic, percent, 2005    
	96.00%
	93.80%
	91.70%
	92.90%
	90.50%

	Persons with a disability, age 5+, 2000    
	9,018
	15,269
	26,034
	9,950
	6,602

	Homeownership rate, 2000    
	73.80%
	74.40%
	69.20%
	74.50%
	76.70%

	Median household income, 2004    
	$33,791 
	$36,168 
	$34,734 
	$43,479 
	$41,747 

	Per capita money income, 1999    
	$14,975 
	$15,959 
	$16,840 
	$18,062 
	$17,248 

	Persons below poverty, percent, 2004    
	15.10%
	13.20%
	14.90%
	10.80%
	9.90%


Three of the five counties, Allegany, Cattaraugus and Chautauqua are considered part of the Appalachian Region and receive assistance for regional development from the Appalachian Regional Commission through the Southern Tier West Regional Planning and Development Board. 12.78% of the population in the five county RC&D area are classified as below the poverty level.

Resource Needs and Opportunities


The first steps that the RC&D Council took when developing the 2008-2012 Area Plan was to look at their success in meeting the goals and objectives in the 2002-2007 Area Plan and to continue to build on the successes of that plan. Then the Council looked at a variety of resource statements related to the four RC&D Program elements as well as their existing Vision and Mission Statements and natural resource base in the five counties to begin addressing the resource needs and opportunities in the area. To gain a broader perspective on the resource needs of the communities, it was determined to gain input from local community members.  

Public Participation Activities  

The Seneca Trail RC&D Council began the planning for the 2008-2012 Area Plan in October 2006 with their first meeting of the planning committee. It was decided to survey to all of the Council’s partners, elected officials, and interested parties in the five counties to determine their opinions on the level of importance of specific natural resource concerns. The survey was completed and distributed to over 250 individuals, agencies, groups and natural resource committees early in 2007. At each County RC&D Committee the survey was distributed and reviewed. Committee members were asked to distribute additional copies to other individuals, agencies and organizations to expand public participation. The survey was also posted on the Council website, www.senecatrailrcd.org and e-mailed across the state for additional input.

As surveys were returned, the results were tabulated and presented back to the RC&D Council. The Council decided to use a weighted scoring system to rank the survey responses and determine the top three resource concerns in each of the four program elements. The weighted ranking system used the following calculations for every tabulated vote: High= a concern that should be addressed immediately (multiplied by 3); Medium= a concern that should be addressed in the next five years (multiplied by 2); and Low= a minor concern or of no concern (used vote value). The full results of the ranking of the survey are included in the Appendix.

Summary of Findings by RC&D Program Elements  
The chart below lists the three natural resource concerns from each element that were determined to have the highest ranking. The color shaded boxes refer to the program elements with blue for water management, gray for community development, green for land conservation and white for land management. The last column is the weighted score.

	Topic of Concern
	High
	Med.
	Low
	Wt. Total

	Surface water quality and contamination
	38
	19
	1
	153

	Ground water quality and contamination
	38
	19
	1
	153

	Stream bank protection and management
	36
	20
	2
	150

	Natural resource based economic development and job retention
	33
	23
	4
	149

	Soil loss on agricultural land, forest land or along streams
	34
	22
	2
	148

	Local product promotion
	32
	23
	4
	146

	Utilization options for on-farm animal wastes and on-farm nutrient management
	34
	17
	7
	143

	Utilization options for on-farm energy alternatives (solar, wind, biofuel)
	33
	21
	2
	143

	Recycling/ Waste management 
	28
	27
	3
	141

	Agriculture and Environmental Education
	28
	23
	6
	136

	Alternative/diversified agricultural opportunities and market support
	25
	25
	7
	132

	Pasture management and rotational grazing systems
	20
	27
	10
	124


Goals, Objectives, and Strategies  

The Council spent approximately four months developing Goal, Objectives and Strategies statements to address the identified resource concerns. 
Goals Objectives and Strategies – Land Conservation

Goal 1: To reduce soil loss on agricultural and forest land by cooperating with local agencies and groups to implement 5 projects directly related to the control of soil erosion by 2012.


Objective 1: Partner with local agencies and groups to develop and
implement 5 erosion 

and sediment control projects on agricultural or forest land by 2012.



Strategies:
1. Contact SWCD, NRCS and Cooperative Extension offices for 




project
needs by April 2008





2. Apply for funding for projects by December 2008





3. Implement projects by December 2012


Objective 2: Partner with the local forestry education groups to increase the awareness of 

Best Management Practices (BMP) used during timber harvests by 10% by 2012.



Strategies:
1. Survey local forest owners on awareness of BMP by May 




2008 





2. Publish 2 newspaper/newsletter articles on BMP by July 





2009  





3. Obtain funding for a forestry BMP demonstration site by 




December 2009





4. Develop BMP demonstration project by October 2011





5. Survey local forest owners on awareness of BMP by December 




2012

Goal 2: To support the enhancement of grassed based agriculture on 3000 acres to reduce soil loss on those fields by 2012.

 
Objective 1: Continue work of Grazing Advocate to develop 50 grazing plans by 2012.



Strategies:
1. Seek GLCI contract with NRCS for Grazing Advocate program 




for 2009 by September 2008





2. Identify landowners interested in MIG systems and develop a 




list by December 2008





3. Seek funding for continued planning efforts from GLC by 




March 2009





4. Seek funding for application of 10 grazing plan practices by 




March 2010


Objective 2: Provide a source of grass-based information by assisting 4 educational 
institutions or 10 individuals by 2012



Strategies:
1. Work with partnering agencies to develop a listing of 30 





additional farms interested in improving their grass resources by 




June 2009





2. Apply for demonstration project funding from NESARE by 




December 2010 





3. Implement improvements of grass resources on 10 farms by 




August 2012 

Goals Objectives and Strategies – Water Management 


Goal 1:  Help maintain or improve the quality of surface waters in the area by promoting the use of three common surface water protection practices by 2012


Objective 1: Promote the use of BMPs on roadside ditch maintenance to 5 county
highway departments by 2010.



Strategies:
1. Develop a power point/video presentation on roadside BMPs by 




June 2008





2. Distribute presentation to 5 Soil and Water Conservation 





Districts by September 2008





3. Give presentation to 100 Highway Department personnel at





local training session by July 2009 





4. Complete one maintenance BMP project as identified per year.


Objective 2: Promote the use of livestock exclusion fencing to 25 landowners by 2009.



Strategies:
1. Distribute by December 2008 stream buffer pamphlets to all 




farmers with GLCI plans developed in the past five years 





2. Partner with 3 Farm Service Offices to promote/advertise CREP 




(or similar program) by June 2009

.
Objective 3: Promote the use of stream buffer systems to 15 agricultural landowners
by 2011.



Strategies:
1. Publish 2 news articles in agriculture publications on the 





benefits of stream buffers by December 2009





2. Work with GLCI Advocate in educating current grazers on 




stream buffer benefits by 2010


Objective 4: Promote the use of stream buffer systems to 5 non-agricultural landowners
by 2012.




Strategies:
1. Publish 2 news articles on the benefits of stream buffers by 




December 2009





2. Mail information on establishing buffers to landowners adjacent 




to Canadaway Creek by March 2010 

Goal 2: To help enhance and protect groundwater quality by promoting well head protection practices and education in 5 communities served by wells by 2012.


Objective 1: Assist the SWCD/ NY Water Resources Association with education 
outreach concerning public wellhead protection practices by 2012



Strategies: 
1. Publish 2 news articles on well head protection practices by 




December 2010





2. Provide well head protection information to Grazing Advocate 




for distribute with farm plans developed by October 2009





3. Work with Local Working Groups to include well-head 





protection practices as eligible practice in USDA cost share 




programs by November 2010

Goal 3: Assist Soil and Water Conservation Districts implement 5 natural stream bank restoration projects as demonstration sites by 2012.


Objective 1: Work with stream bank restoration experts on developing 4 innovative 
restoration practices by 2011



Strategies:
1. Provide administration support to Wyoming County SWCD to 




complete the Jillson Road and Exchange Street Restoration 





projects by June 30, 2008





2. Contact Soil and Water Conservation Districts to obtain list of




potential project site locations by December 2008





3. Request assistance from US ACOE Hydrologist to review 




locations and determine corrective measure by June 2009





4. Seek funding for project implementation by March 2010





5. Implement projects that receive funding support by December 




2012

Goal 4: Assist various agencies or watershed groups with the development of 3 watershed plans by 2012.


Objective 1: Utilize the Rapid Watershed Assessment protocol to analyze 2 watersheds or 
sub-watershed by 2012.



Strategies:
1. Continue working with contracted Conewango Creek Watershed 



Curator for the duration of the grant period 





2. Assist Wyoming County SWCD with funding opportunities for 




implementation of watershed evaluation for Tonawanda Creek 




Watershed by 2010





3. Work with NRCS Geoteam to obtain GIS layer data for all 




watersheds within the area by December 2011





4.  Work with GIS Data layers to analyze Clear Creek sub-





watershed by December 2012

Goals Objectives and Strategies – Community Development

Goal 1: Assist in the creation or retention of 100 jobs through the improvement in 25 natural resource based business by 2012. 


Objective 1: Develop a listing of natural resource based businesses in the 5 county area 
by 2008



Strategies:
1. Work with cooperating agencies to gather existing natural 




resource based business information by June 2009





2. Develop an electronic database of business listings by 





September 2009

 
Objective 2: Assist 10 businesses in developing/expanding agri-tourism opportunities by 
2012.



Strategies:
1. Direct mail NYS Ag and Market Agri-Tourism Grant 





information to database listing in September/October of each year





2. Assist 2 businesses with grant applications/administration by 




October 2010



Objective 3: Expand the promotion of the Venison Donation Project to 5 new 


processors in a minimum of 3 counties by 2012



Strategies:
1. Continue to work with NYS DEC on venison promotion and 




processing by December each year.





2.  Distribute VDC promotion materials to hunting clubs/ groups 




by October 2010

 Goal 2: Assist in the promotion of 5 local products through the implementation of a “Buy Local” or agriculture-tourism promotion campaign by 2012.


Objective 1: Provide information to 20 natural resource based agriculture-businesses to 
encourage their inclusion in web-based marketing systems by December 2010 



Strategies:
1. Provide summary of agri-tourism promotion project to business 




database listing by September 2008 





2. Work with partners to develop a database of locally grown 




products by September 2010





3. Direct mail NYS Ag and Market Agri-Tourism Grant 





information to database listing in September/October of each year

Goal 3: Support the establishment of 3 recycling, reuse or waste management systems to improve business viability by 2012.


Objectives 1: Promote the recycling/reuse of agriculture-waste plastic across the 5 county 
area



Strategies:
1. Find funding for the purchase of ag-plastic baling system by 




December 2012 


Objective 2: Explore two potential wood chips recycling opportunities by December 
2011.



Strategies: 
1. Find funding for the purchase of industrial scale tub grinding 




system by December 2010.

Goal 4: Provide services to 6 rural communities by improving recreational opportunities or improving rural fire protection services by December 2012.


Objective 1: Improve rural recreational opportunities by assisting in the development of 
trail infrastructure by 2011



Strategies:
1. Provide engineering services and designs to partners on 4 trail 




bridges by June 2008





2. Continue administration of TEA-21 trail grant until bridge 




construction is completed.


Objective 2: Assist in improving rural fire production in all RC&D Counties by 
December 2011



Strategies:
1. Work with SWCD to inventory installed dry hydrants; develop 




GIS mapping of locations and maintain operability by December 




2008





2. Work with SWCD to investigate ISO rating decrease 





requirements by December 2010

Goals Objectives and Strategies – Land Management

Goal 1:  Promote 2 alternative waste utilization options for on-farm animal waste management through demonstrations and education programs by 2012.


Objective 1: Assist the SWCD to promote information on installed waste management 
systems by 2011



Strategies:
1. Post information on waste management system projects on 




Council Website by July 2008 





2. Develop informational brochures on Dutch Road Dairy and 




Ridgeline Digester projects by April 2009





3. Develop 5 year report on Dutch Road Dairy at project close-out 




in February 2010


Objective 2: Research alternative waste management systems options by 2012



Strategies: 
1. Attend NYSERDA waste utilization conference to obtain grant 




and project information in June 2009





2. Develop information on Car-Bu sand flush system to distribute 




to other farmers through SWCD/NRCS offices by 2010 

Goal 2: Collaborate with 16 landowners, agencies and/or businesses in the development of innovative and alterative energy sources by 2012.


Objective 1: Promote innovative waste handling/recovery systems to 10 agriculture 
producers by June 2010.



Strategies: 
1. Attend NYSERDA energy conference to obtain grant and 




project information in June 2009





2. Assist Finger Lakes RC&D in the promotion or continuation of 




solar-powered watering system installations by December 2010





3. Include solar-powered pumping system in at least one pasture 




walk planned during the 2009 and 2010 grazing season

 



4. Obtain and provide information about carbon trading to 





SWCD/NRCS offices to include with EQIP applications by July 




2011 

Goal 3: Promote continuing education to 300 landowners, educators and students on current agricultural and environmental issues by 2012.  


Objective 1: Promote 3 environmentally minded programs to 200 students by December 
2010.



Strategies:
1. Assist 3 SWCD with development and delivery of Envirothon 




program by May each year





2. Distribute “Naturalist Video” to 3 schools and 2 cable access 




channels by March 2010





3. Approach SWCD members and NYS Envirothon Committee 




with possible development of a junior Envirothon competition by 




July 2011





4. Expand the Grassland Evaluation Contest to enroll a minimum 




of 10 teams by 2011

 



5. Promote the environmental aspects of rotational grazing through 



proving assistance to the Alfred State Grazing Institute by 





December 2012


Objective 2: Publish 16 articles on environmental topics in multiple media formats by 
June 2012



Strategies:
1. Publish 4 articles on environmental topics in the Allegheny 




Foothills Chapter newsletter by December of each year





2. Publish 1 or 2 articles concerning on-farm alternative waste 




handling systems by June 2011





3. Develop power point presentations on major projects to post to 




the Council website by June 2012

Current and Potential Partnerships with USDA and Others  
In addition to the following sponsors: Allegany County Board of Legislators, Allegany County Soil and Water Conservation District, Cattaraugus County Legislature, Cattaraugus County Soil and Water Conservation District, Chautauqua County Legislature, Chautauqua County Soil and Water Conservation District, Livingston County Board of Supervisors, Livingston County Soil and Water Conservation District, Wyoming County Board of Supervisors, Wyoming County Soil and Water Conservation District, Seneca Nation of Indians Tribal Council, Seneca Nation Soil and Water Conservation District, the RC&D Council partners with the these groups, committees and agencies.


New York State Department of Environmental Conservation


New York State Department of Agriculture and Markets

 
New York State Department of Economic Development


Southern Tier West Regional Planning and Development Board 


University of Buffalo


SUNY College at Fredonia


Jamestown Community College


SUNY College of Environmental Science and Forestry


Cornell Cooperative Extension of Allegany, Cattaraugus, Chautauqua, Livingston and 

Wyoming Counties


Chautauqua County Industrial Development Agency


Cattaraugus County Department of Public Works


Wyoming County Highway Department


Cattaraugus Local Development Corporation



Trout Unlimited-Local chapters


The Nature Conservancy


Cattaraugus County Water Quality Council


Chautauqua County Water Quality Task Force


Wyoming County Water Quality Coordinating Committee

Linkages to the NRCS Strategic Plan  
The Natural Resources Conservation Service developed a strategic plan for 2005-2010 titled “Productive Lands, Healthy Environment” that contains six mission goals and outcomes and three overarching strategies. The goals and outcomes are these: 

High Quality, Productive Soils-The quality of intensively used soils is maintained or enhanced to enable sustained production of a safe, healthy and abundant food supply.

Clean and Abundant Water-The quality of surface waters and groundwater is improved and maintained to protect human health, support a healthy environment, and encourage a productive landscape. Water is conserved and protected to ensure an abundant and reliable supply for the Nation.

Healthy Plant and Animal Communities-Grassland, rangeland and forest ecosystems are productive, diverse and resilient. Working lands and waters provide habitat for diverse and healthy wildlife, aquatic species, and plant communities. Wetlands provide quality habitat for migratory birds and other wildlife, protect water quality, and reduce flood damage.

Clean Air- Agriculture makes a positive contribution to local air quality and the Nation’s efforts to sequester carbon.

An Adequate Energy Supply- Agricultural activities conserve energy and agricultural lands are a source of environmentally sustainable biofuels and renewable energy.

Working Farm and Ranch Lands-Connected landscapes sustain a viable agriculture and natural resource quality.

The Area Plan of the Seneca Trail RC&D Council address many of the same issues as the national NRCS Strategic Plan on a local level, addressing productive soils, improved water quality, healthy forests and landscapes, improved wildlife habitat and renewable energy.

The three strategies found in the NRCS Strategic Plan are: Cooperative Conservation- seeking and promoting cooperative efforts to achieve natural resource goals; Watershed Approach- providing information and assistance to encourage and enable locally led, watershed-scale conservation efforts; and Market-based Approach-facilitating growth or market-based opportunities that encourage the private sector to invest in conservation on private lands. All of these approached will also be utilized in the implementation of the Seneca Trail RC&D Area Plan.

Required Clauses and Signatures    
The Seneca Trail RC&D Council agrees that the RC&D Program will be conducted in compliance with the nondiscrimination provisions as contained in Title VI and VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 as amended, the Civil Rights Restoration Act of 1987 (Public Law 100–259) and other nondiscrimination statutes; namely, Section 504, of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972, the Age Discrimination Act of 1975 and in accordance with the regulations of the Secretary of Agriculture (7CFR–15, Subparts A and B) that provide that no person in the United States shall, on the ground of race, color, national origin, age, sex, religion, marital status, or handicap/disability be excluded from participation in, or be denied the benefits of, or be otherwise subjected to discrimination under any program or activity receiving Federal financial (or technical) assistance from the U.S. Department of Agriculture or any agency thereof.  

The Seneca Trail RC&D Council agrees that the signing of this document constitutes agreement to comply with Federal laws concerning restrictions on lobbying, a drug-free workplace, and responsibilities for non-procurement, suspension, and debarment, and State review.

The Seneca Trail RC&D Council hereby adopts this RC&D Area Plan and agrees to use effectively the assistance provided by the U.S. Department of Agriculture to realize the goals and objectives outlined herein.
Seneca Trail RC&D Council, New York

By: __________________________________________
Date: _____________________

Chairperson

Attest: _______________________________________
Date: _____________________

Council Secretary
This action authorized at an official meeting of the Seneca Trail RC&D Council on __________
U.S. Department of Agriculture – Natural Resources Conservation Service

The State Conservationist hereby acknowledges the attached Area Plan of Seneca Trail RC&D Council, Inc. as meeting the requirements under Public Law 97–98 to receive assistance from USDA.

Acknowledged By:

____________________________________________
Date:__________________

State Conservationist

Appendix

Federal and State Legislative Representatives:

US Senators:


Charles E. Schumer (D)




Hillary R. Clinton (D)

US Representatives:

Thomas M. Reynolds (26- R)





Brian Higgins (27-D)





John “Randy” Kuhl, Jr. (29-R-C)

NYS Senators:

Catharine M. Young  (57-R-C)





Dale M. Volker (59-R-C)

NYS Assembly:

Joseph A. Errigo (136-R-C)





Daniel J. Burling (147-R-C-I)





Joseph M. Giglio (149-R-C)





William L. Parment (150-D)

State Endorsement:  Obtain endorsement of the Area Plan by the Governor to ensure that the RC&D Council is a recognized entity in the State and is cooperating with State government to achieve its goals.  Appropriate State agency endorsement may substitute for the Governor.

Tribal Government Endorsement:  Obtain endorsement of the Area Plan by Tribal government or governments within the geographic boundaries of the area to ensure that their concerns have been considered.  

	People QuickFacts
	Allegany
	Cattaraugus
	Chautauqua
	Livingston
	Wyoming

	Population, 2006 estimate    
	50,267
	81,534
	135,357
	64,173
	42,613

	Population, percent change, April 1, 2000 to July 1, 2006    
	0.70%
	-2.90%
	-3.10%
	-0.20%
	-1.90%

	Persons 65 years old and over, percent, 2005    
	13.90%
	14.60%
	15.90%
	12.10%
	12.60%

	Female persons, percent, 2005    
	49.70%
	50.90%
	50.90%
	50.20%
	45.50%

	White persons, percent, 2005    (a)
	97.00%
	94.80%
	95.80%
	95.00%
	93.10%

	Black persons, percent, 2005    (a)
	1.10%
	1.30%
	2.40%
	3.10%
	5.80%

	American Indian and Alaska Native persons, percent, 2005    (a)
	0.30%
	2.50%
	0.50%
	0.30%
	0.30%

	Asian persons, percent, 2005    (a)
	1.00%
	0.60%
	0.40%
	0.90%
	0.50%

	Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander, percent, 2005    (a)
	0.00%
	0.00%
	0.00%
	0.00%
	0.10%

	Persons reporting two or more races, percent, 2005    
	0.70%
	0.80%
	0.80%
	0.70%
	0.30%

	Persons of Hispanic or Latino origin, percent, 2005    (b)
	1.10%
	1.20%
	4.60%
	2.30%
	3.10%

	White persons not Hispanic, percent, 2005    
	96.00%
	93.80%
	91.70%
	92.90%
	90.50%

	Persons with a disability, age 5+, 2000    
	9,018
	15,269
	26,034
	9,950
	6,602

	Homeownership rate, 2000    
	73.80%
	74.40%
	69.20%
	74.50%
	76.70%

	Median household income, 2004    
	$33,791 
	$36,168 
	$34,734 
	$43,479 
	$41,747 

	Per capita money income, 1999    
	$14,975 
	$15,959 
	$16,840 
	$18,062 
	$17,248 

	Persons below poverty, percent, 2004    
	15.10%
	13.20%
	14.90%
	10.80%
	9.90%

	Geography QuickFacts
	
	
	
	
	

	Land area, 2000 (square miles)    
	1,030.22
	1,309.85
	1,062.05
	632.13
	592.91

	Persons per square mile, 2000    
	48.5
	64.1
	131.6
	101.8
	73.2

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Business QuickFacts
	
	
	
	
	

	Private nonfarm establishments, 2005    
	835
	1,781
	3,075
	1,304
	823

	Private nonfarm employment, 2005    
	12,573
	23,098
	46,034
	12,983
	9,596

	Private nonfarm employment, percent change 2000-2005    
	7.60%
	-5.40%
	-2.80%
	3.50%
	8.00%

	Total number of firms, 2002    
	3,149
	5,539
	9,204
	4,465
	2,780

	Black-owned firms, percent, 2002    
	F
	F
	F
	F
	F

	American Indian and Alaska Native owned firms, percent, 2002    
	F
	F
	F
	F
	F

	Asian-owned firms, percent, 2002    
	F
	F
	F
	F
	F

	Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander owned firms, percent, 2002    
	F
	F
	F
	F
	F

	Hispanic-owned firms, percent, 2002    
	F
	F
	F
	F
	F

	Women-owned firms, percent, 2002    
	S
	27.10%
	24.90%
	24.00%
	25.30%

	(a) Includes persons reporting only one race.

(b) Hispanics of any race; are included in applicable race categories.

S: Suppressed; does not meet publication standards

F: Fewer than 100 firms

Source: US Census Bureau

 State & County QuickFacts


	2002 NYS Ag Census
	Allegany
	Cattaraugus
	Chautauqua
	Livingston
	Wyoming

	Total farms
	867
	1,157
	1,734
	801
	767

	Oilseed and grain farming
	62
	91
	53
	117
	56

	Vegetable and melon farming
	16
	24
	44
	28
	21

	Fruit and tree nut farming
	6
	49
	570
	14
	8

	Greenhouse, nursery, and floriculture
	75
	66
	54
	65
	39

	hay farming, and all other

crop farming 
	275
	360
	277
	219
	183

	Beef cattle ranching and farming
	140
	134
	184
	88
	103

	Cattle feedlots
	32
	38
	62
	33
	42

	Dairy cattle and milk production
	133
	231
	279
	84
	205

	Hog and pig farming 
	13
	5
	21
	5
	12

	Poultry and egg production
	8
	13
	16
	5
	10

	Sheep and goat farming
	23
	22
	16
	35
	15

	Animal aquaculture and other animal production
	84
	124
	158
	108
	73
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The Seneca Trail Resource Conservation and Development Council, Inc. is a non-profit
organization serving the natural resource needs of the people in the western New York coun-
ties of Allegany, Cattaraugus, Chautauqua, Livingston, Wyoming and the Seneca Nation of
Indians.

Sencca Trail is currently gathering information for the development of their next Area Plan. This is
Your opportunity to define the direction the Sencca Trail RC&D Council takes in addressing natural
resource concerns, identify opportunities for improvement, as well as focus efforts on speeific crii-
cal needs in the five county area.

Approximately 250 surveys sent out, 57 Surveys Retumed (229%)

How important are the following topics to you. Your opinion matters.

Use the following for the survey
High= a concern that should be addressed immediately (multiplied by 3)
Medium=a concern that should be addressed in the next five years (multiplied by 2)
Low=a minor concern or of no concern
Weighted total

Topic of Concern

Soil Ioss on agricultural fand, forest land or along streams

Alternative diversified agricultural opportunities and market support

Pasture management and rotational grazing systems

Plant health, production and adequate quantities

‘Adequate food, water and cover available for livestock.

Grassland management, conservation, forage production and uflization

Soil condition due to compaction. or other changes

Utilization options for on-fasm animal wastes and on-farm autrient management

Utilization options for on-farm energy alteratives (solar, wind, biofuel)

‘Agricultural and environmental education

Preservation and protection of famland/ Open space

Forestland management, conservation, timber production and utilization

Watershed based planning and zoning
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Use the following for the survey
High

Low=a minor concern or of no concern
Weighted total

Topic of Concern

Air quality. smells and other pollutants

a concern that should be addressed immediately (multiplied by 3)
Medium=a concern that should be addressed in the next five years (multiplied by 2

‘Watershed stewardship and education

Usban growth and development impacts

‘Adequate food, water and cover available for wildlife

‘Wildlife species populations including threatened and endangered

‘Wetland restoration and protection

Forest product markets

‘Agricultural tousism, Ecotourism opporfunities

‘Susface water quality and contamination

Ground water quality and contamination

Stream bank protection and management

Runoff and sedimentation from agricultusal land

‘Storm water runoff or flooding.

‘Noa-poiat source pollution, agricultural

‘Water quality stewardship and education

‘Noa-poiat sousce pollution, non-agricultural

Runoff and sedimentation from urban land/developments

Riparian corridor management and education

Runoff and sedimentation from forest land.

Gender: Male 40 Female 13 Ethaicity/Race:
Community: Urban  Sububan Rural  |Caucasian Hispanic Native American  African American  Other
2 3 46 51 1 1
Age! County
20 3039 4049 5059 6069 70+ Allegany Cattaraugus Chavtaugua Livingston Wyoming
1 3 1518 10 6 9 4 16

-
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Use the following for the survey
High= a concern that should be addressed immediately (multiplied by 3)
a concern that should be addressed in the next five years (multiplied by 2]
 minor concern or of no concern
Weighted total

Topic of Concern

Natural resource based economic development and job retention

Lacal product promotion

Recycling/ Waste management

Rural fire protection and emergency services

Grant searches/ Grant writing assistance

Recreation/ Community/ Activity facilifies development or improvement

Project coordination/ Administration

Natural resource based recreation

Alternative enterprises

‘Tousism promotion.

Coalition building

Historie/Cultural Resource recogrition and profection

Cultusal diversity outreach

[Sase expand on any rssue that you 1ee] StTonZly AbOUL. _sireains fleed Cleanng {0 SIop danimmg.
running over banks: stresses on soil resources with the increase in com production for biofuels, avail-
ability of com seed. price: loss of forest tracts due to owners selling off to meet property taxes: soil
loss due to erosion (wind and water): loss of prime farm land due to high taxes: right to farm and
neighbor/odor issues: Can not solve today’s problems with the same thinking that created them. true
leadership is the key ingredient: Exit 30 on I-86: Watershed. water quality protection from urban de-
velopment-Big box commercial. loss of rural settings: local zoning and variances are often not in the
interest of preserving wetlands and rural agriculture: tax burden on property owners: poor manage-

‘ment of natural resousces with o good science-based long term strategy for next 100 years: substan-
il local match required for federal funded programs

Please provide us with the name of any group of organization that is currently working to meet a need
identified in this survey: _Ducks Unlimited. Trout Unlimited, The Nature Conservancy, Watershed
Conservancies, SWCD, NRCS. FSA. Cooperative Extension. ACOE, Cait Local Develop Corp. An-
dover Rod and Gun Club, Oatka Creek Watershed Committee. County Departments of Public Works.
Highway. Health, Soutern Tier West. Farm Bureau, Grange. NYS DEC, Falconer Rotary. County





[image: image8.png]Please answer these last few questions:
1. Are you familiar with Seneca Trail Resource Conservation and Development Council, nc.?  Yes 42 No 12
2. Have you or your ogranization ever utilized the Council's services? Yes 26No 27

I you answered no, Thank you for completing the survey. If you answered yes, please answer questions 3-5 based
(on the quality of the service you or your oganization recefved.
‘What type of assistance did you receive? Informational 19 Technical 16 Financial 16 Organizational 6
How would you rate the quality of services provided? Excellent 9~ Good 10 Fair4 Poor2

How effective has Seneca Trail RC&D been in assisting you or your organization in meefing your community
goals?  Excellent 8 Good 10 Far 7 Poor 2

Thank you for completing the surv
Please fold where indicated, tape the top edge shut, stamp and refurn to the Council
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