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ALLEGANY COUNTY SOIL & WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT

BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING – December 15, 2009
District Facility, 5390 County Rd. 48

Belmont, N.Y.

Directors


Staff





Rod Bennett, Chair


Gretchen Gary, Exec. Director
Ted Hopkins, Legislator


Gloria Miess, Dist Sec-Treas

Mike McCormick, Legislator



Phil May, Farm Bureau

Curtis Rung

Cooperating Agencies


Others
I. Call to Order: 4:37pm by Chairman Bennett
II. Minutes of November 17, 2009: Approved (Hopkins-Rung)
III. Financial Reports

A. Treasurer’s Report: Approved (Hopkins-May)
B. Abstracts: Approved (Hopkins-Rung)
IV. Cooperating Agency & Staff Reports
A. NRCS Report: (Written Report Attached)

1. Deadline for new EQIP, AMA and WHIP sign-up is January 22, 2010.
2. Map of accomplishments, by county, across the state was provided. Allegany County did well in all categories

3. NRI data collection has been completed. Practices completed this year on 17 EQIP contracts, 13 WHIP, 3 AMA and 5 WRP’s.

4. Great Lakes Restoration Initiative will provide $21.8 million focusing on 26 counties in 7 states thru 3 programs. New York will receive $5.6 million to be spent in the “The Great Lakes Basin” counties.
B. Executive Director (Report Attached)
1. Our 2010 County Appropriation is $130,000.00. A 3-year agreement for $130,000.00 has been approved by the DPW Committee and goes before the full Board on December 28, 2009.

2. Notice has been received that the Executive Director’s position will be tested in January. Discussion was held regarding this matter and it was the Board’s feeling that making this position a competitive position changes the authority of the District Board. They feel that the person in charge of District operations should, therefore, not be in a competitive position. Therefore, Resolution 2009-06 “Resolution Establishing the Position of Secretary to the District Board” was introduced. Approved (Hopkins-May) A letter will be written and Chairman Bennett and Executive Director Gary will meet with the Civil Service Director, County Attorney and the County Administrator regarding this issue. It was recommended that Gretchen take the Executive Director exam.

3. We are working with Dana Chapman of Agricultural Engineering Services to complete the certification of our Round X and XIII projects and all FL-LOWPA projects. The cost is $80.00/hr and will be paid for by the grants, except for Round X. Discussion was also held in regards to the corrections required on the Cartwright farm.

4. Robbie Chamberlain has requested a 1-year extension for clean-up on the Engle Lot. Joe Collins, BOCES Natural Resources instructor, has request to remove some timber from county forest land bordering BOCES for a class demo project. These items will be taken to DPW Committee in January.

5. A Winter Workshop will be held on December 22, 2009, for highway departments in regards to local impacts on streams and ditches. Mike Lovegreen, Bradford County PA District Manager, will be presenting the program. Expense for the workshop will be paid thru a grant from USC. 

6. A time extension until November 15, 2011, has been received for Round XIII.

7. Annual Reports are due to the County by January 29, 2010.

8. Project updates and meetings attended were reported. 

V. Contracts

A. Town of Independence:  Approved (Rung-McCormick)

B. Town of Angelica: Approved (Rung-McCormick)

VI. Old Business
A. 2010 County Budget/3Yr Funding Contract: Approved (McCormick-Rung)
B. 2010 Wage Schedule: Approved (McCormick-Rung)
VII. Announcements

A. Discussion was held regarding the per diem rate for the Directors. Motion was made to request an increase from $50 per meeting to $75 per meeting. Approved (McCormick-Rung)

VIII. Correspondence: 

A.
NRCS – RE: Soil Survey Team move. This letter stated that our contract with the Soil Survey Team will be terminated. Rent will continue for a period of 120 days and they will be completely vacated on or before March 23, 2010. 
IX. Adjournment: 7:30 pm

____________________



____________________
Gloria D. Miess



Rodney Bennett
Secretary



Chairman

