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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1MINUTES

ALLEGANY COUNTY SOIL & WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT

BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING – JANUARY 20, 2009
Ag Service Ctr, 5425 County Rt. 48

Belmont, N.Y.

Directors


Staff





Rod Bennett, Chair


Gretchen Gary, Exec. Dir

Ted Hopkins, Legislator


Gloria Miess, Admin Sec-Treas.
Curtis Rung, Grange


Joe Orosz, Conservation Tech
Mike McCormick, Legislator

Cooperating Agencies
Kathy Kos, NRCS, District Conservationist
Matthew Havens, NRCS, Soil Survey Project Leader

I. Call to Order: 3:06pm

II. Election of Officers

Chairman – Rodney Bennett (Rung-McCormick)
Close Nominations (Rung-McCormick)
Vice Chairman – Theodore Hopkins (McCormick-Rung)
Close Nominations (Bennett-Rung)
III. Soil Survey Update

Matthew Havens, NRCS, Soil Survey Project Leader presented an overview and progress report of the soil survey program. 78% of Allegany County is now complete. The Belmont office is now one of 17 Regional Soils Offices in the United States, and covers 28 counties including counties in Pennsylvania. Areas are being digitized as they are completed. 
IV. Minutes of December 16, 2008: Approved (Rung-Hopkins)
V. Financial Reports

A. Treasurer’s Report: Approved (Hopkins-Rung)
B.
Abstracts: Approved (Hopkins-Rung)
VI. Cooperating Agency & Staff Reports
A. NRCS Report: Kathy Kos, District Conservationist
1.
Sign-up for EQIP will be in March. A Local Working Group will be meeting to set priorities. It was requested that Joe Orosz and Rodney Bennett participate from the District. Twenty-five new EQIP applications are anticipated, with 15 unfunded from 2008. Funding is divided by regions and there will be 8 counties competing for funding.  
2.
A recent audit of the State programs was conducted by NRCS. Allegany County canceled only 5 out of 91 contracts.
3.
A new State Conservationist, Aster Boozer has been hired in New York State. 

B.
Field Staff:


1.
The Cairns Alternative Water System is completed and working well.


2.
Round X closed as of December 31, 2008, and we will be doing the close-out.



3.
There is no activity in Round XIII at the present time.



4.
We have completed 31 Soil Group Worksheets, cover 3700 acres. Eighty percent of these acres are in areas that have not been digitized as yet.



C.
Executive Director:
1.
2009-10 FL-LOWPA has been reduced from $85,000.00 to $40,000.00 and a new budget had to be submitted.
2.
Steve Stout is scheduled to be at our February meeting to discuss insurance coverage for the District.

3.
Ag District #4 worksheets are being compiled and the report will be prepared in February. Public Hearing is scheduled for March 23, 2009.

4. 
Our contract with the Dorm Authority was sent to the Department of Budge on January 16th for sign-off, but we have received no word on its current status. The Governor’s Office and Senator Young are being kept appraised of the status of this contract.

5.
A contract has been requested for cutting firewood on the Engel Lot.
6.
It was decided that an application for Round XV would not be submitted. Sufficient engineering information and commitments could not be obtained in time to prepare a proper application. We have also had to return money on our last two grants due to incompletion of projects. It was felt that we need to finish the outstanding projects and start preparing information for the next round of funding instead of putting together an application for Round XV. 

7.
Genesee River Wilds Meeting to be held at Houghton College on January 16, 2009, to introduce the project.

8.
FEMA Quarterly Reports, Annual Reports and Grant Close-0uts are being worked on.

9.
The 2009 training schedule for Directors is being compiled.
VII. New Business

A. Designation of Depositories: Steuben Trust (Rung-McCormick)
B. Appointment of Audit Committee: Hopkins, Rung & Bainbridge

VIII. Announcements

A. Next meeting will be February 24, 2009 at the Ag Service Center at 3:00pm.

IX. Correspondence
A. NYSCDEA – RE: 2009 Water Quality Symposium. Approved (Rung-McCormick)
IX.
Adjournment: 5:00pm
____________________




____________________
Gloria D. Miess




Rodney Bennett
Secretary




Chairman
