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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1MINUTES

ALLEGANY COUNTY SOIL & WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT

LOCAL RC&D COMMITTEE
February 18, 2009          Belmont, N.Y.

Attendees

Gretchen Gary, S&WCD Executive Director
Gloria Miess, S&WCD Secretary

Patricia Schmelzer, Commissioner Social Services
Thomas Parmenter, Cornell Cooperative Extension

JoAnn Kurtis, RC&D Coordinator

Philip May, 

I. Call to Order: 10:16am
II. Overview of Committee:
Gretchen presented an overview of RC&D to the group and explained the Local Committee.

III. Overview of Seneca Trail RC&D:

JoAnn presented an overview of the Seneca Trail RC&D Council and her position. The focus of the Seneca Trail RC&D Council is agriculture, community and watershed related problem solving projects. The Council is a volunteer organization and JoAnn is employed by the USDA NRCS to assist the Council. Projects must agree with the Plan and be connected to land or water management, land conservation or community development.
IV. General Discussion:


Handouts were given to the attendees on present and past RC&D projects, events of interest coming up, RC&D County Representatives and Web Soil Survey.

Tom ask JoAnn what she felt the future of grants and funding for projects looked like. JoAnn stated that she felt that funding would be available for projects under the present and new programs. Economic development and green energy are some of the programs that are expected to have funding. Energy audits and improvements are expected to have more funding.
V. Suggested and Ongoing Projects:

RPM tree demonstration at OEC Center in Belmont


Kent Farms Agritourism


Dry Hydrant Mapping & Repair Project


Workshops for town & county highway crews for Stormwater runoff 


Sheep & Alpaca Cooperative


Genesee River Wilds


Town of Amity Timber Bridge


Streambank Projects

VI. Project Process:

The process required for submission of a project was explained, as well as the time frame for funding. A project request is submitted to the Local RC&D Committee, a request form is filled out and a sponsor is assigned to the project. The project then goes to the Soil & Water Conservation Board for approval and then is submitted to the RC&D Council for consideration. All decisions are made by the Council members on whether a project is approved. RC&D can work with individuals, communities, organizations or governmental agencies. Most requests are funded by outside grants and funds, but the RC&D Council does have a small amount of funding which they can use for projects.

VII.
Membership: 

Suggestions for membership on the Local RC&D Committee were requested. Some suggestions were Grange, local industry such as Friendship Dairies, Cuba Cheese, Turbodyne, and Air Preheater. JoAnn noted that other counties have a flexible membership and invite those with an interest in the project being worked on. 
IX.
Adjournment: 11:26 AM. Next meeting will be the end of March or first part of April.
                             
Respectfully submitted

Gloria D. Miess


Secretary

