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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1MINUTES

ALLEGANY COUNTY SOIL & WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT

BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING – MARCH  17, 2009
Ag Service Ctr, 5425 County Rt. 48

Belmont, N.Y.

Directors


Staff





Rod Bennett, Chair


Gretchen Gary, Exec. Director
Ted Hopkins, Legislator


Gloria Miess, Dist. Sec-Treas.
Curtis Rung, Grange


Joseph Orosz, Cons. Technician
Mike McCormick, Legislator

Cooperating Agencies


Others
Kathy Kos, NRCS, Dist. Conservationist
Steve Stout, Insurance Agent
Joan Kurtis, NRCS, RC&D Coord.



I. Call to Order: 3:10pm

II. Minutes of February 24, 2009: Approved (Rung-McCormick)
III. Training

Steve Stout, Richardson and Stout Insurance, reviewed the insurance coverage that the District has. He also discussed other insurance requirements.
IV. Financial Reports

A. Treasurer’s Report: Approved (McCormick-Rung)
B. Abstracts: Approved (McCormick-Rung)
V. Cooperating Agency & Staff Reports
A. RC&D Report: Joan Kurtis, Seneca Trail RC&D Coordinator
1.
Joan updated the Board on the programs being carried out by the Seneca Trail RC&D Council. She also discussed the Stimulus Program request for shovel-ready projects. Thirty-eight projects were submitted to Washington, DC for possible funding under the Stimulus Program.
2.
Carbon Trading Management Classes are being sponsored by the Council in Mt. Morris and Randolph on March 25th and 26th. 

B.
NRCS Report:


1.
Kathy Kos reported that the bill covering funding for 2009 has been signed. A new program, The Flood Plain Easement Program (FEP) has been announced. This program offers easement funds for flood damaged land. Signup for the program will be March 9th thru March 27th. No guidance has yet been received on the EQIP ranking formula. We have 52 EQIP and 3 WHIP requests. 



2.
Another NRCS audit will be starting on March 18th. Quarterly audits will take place on NRCS programs. 


3.
Certification of Natural Resources Conservation Service-Conservation Cooperator (Attachment C) forms were handed out to the District staff and it was requested that these be signed and returned by March 24th. The Executive Director was also requested to complete the Security Check by April 6th. 


C.
Field Staff




1.
Joe Orosz reported that he has completed Soil Group Worksheets for 80 landowners, on 120 parcels, covering 11,352 acres. Forty-five percent of these parcels where in areas of the County that have not yet been digitized.





2.
Construction is beginning to start up as weather permits. A stream project on the Lates property will be staring on Friday and is expected to be completed next week. The milkwaste project on Lester York’s farm is on hold due to the new NRCS standards. 



D.
Executive Director:
1.
The Dormitory Contract has been sent out, after review by the County Attorney. The County Attorney is also working on a contract extension with Allegany County. Manno plans to start work on the completion of the Amity site as soon after April 1st as weather permits.
2.
The Local RC&D Committee submitted 21 projects to Seneca Trail RC&D for stimulus funding. Sixteen of these were forwarded to Washington, DC. 

3.
A meeting is scheduled for March 27th  with Congressman Massa regarding the Genesee River Wilds Recreation Area.
4.
The AEM Strategic Plan is being completed and we will be starting the Round X close-out. An extension of the 2006-07 FL-LOWPA grant will be requested to June 30, 2009.

5.
The District participated in the County’s Intern program and interns spent half a day at the District on March 2nd.

6.
The Water Resources Council met on March 3rd and received PWL training from Jeff Meyers, DEC Albany. Gretchen and Gloria attended the Rural Landowners Workshop in Arcade on March 7th. The full staff attended the Water Symposium Training in Auburn, March 10-13th. 

7.  March 8th Gretchen spoke to Trout Unlimited. They are interested in teaming up with the District on a project, possibly a Genesee River streambank cleanup project.

8.
The Employee Handbook will be sent to the County Attorney for review. 

9.
We have received a request from Fillmore Central School for technical assistance on a streambank problem. 

VI. New Business

A. Rodney Bennett gave an overview of the workings of the Agriculture & Farmland Protection Board.
B. Curtis Rung gave a short history and overview of the Grange program. 

VII. Old Business

A.
Dormitory Authority Contract – See Executive Director’s Report.


VIII. Announcements

A. Mark Bainbridge has informed the Board that he is planning to resign. A formal letter of resignation will need to be received from Mark, and the Farm Bureau notified and a replacement requested.

B. Next meeting will be April 21, 2009 at the Ag Service Center at 3:00pm. 
IX. Correspondence: No action required.
IX.
Adjournment: 5:55pm
____________________




____________________
Gloria D. Miess




Rodney Bennett
Secretary




Chairman
