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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1MINUTES

ALLEGANY COUNTY SOIL & WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT

BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING – MAY 19, 2009
Ag Service Ctr, 5425 County Rt. 48

Belmont, N.Y.

Directors


Staff





Rod Bennett, Chair


Gretchen Gary, Exec. Director
Ted Hopkins, Legislator


Gloria Miess, Dist. Sec-Treas.
Curtis Rung, Grange


Joseph Orosz, Cons. Technician
Mike McCormick, Legislator

Cooperating Agencies


Others
Kathy Kos, DC, NRCS    
I. Call to Order: 6:25pm

II. Minutes of March 17, 2009: Approved (Hopkins-Rung)
III. Financial Reports

A. Treasurer’s Report: Approved (Hopkins-McCormick)
B. Abstracts: Approved (Hopkins-McCormick)
IV. Cooperating Agency & Staff Reports
A.
NRCS Report:


1.
Fifty-eight (58) EQIP sign-ups have been received: 1) Forest Management–31; 2) Forest Wildlife-3; 3) Cropland-4; 4) Grazing-10; 5) Livestock Waste-9; 6) Organic-1. Five (5) applications with preliminary rankings and cost estimates completed to date (4 grazing, 1 cropland) for a total of $299,176.00. Four (4) WHIP applications for a total of $24,912.00. Final date for rankings to be completed is June 15/22, selections by June 22/24. 


B.
Field Staff




1.
Joe Orosz reported that a total of 66 hydrants have been located with GPS and analyzed. Twelve (12) are out of service due to heavy silt or weed problems. Several alternative sites have been identified, if funding becomes available. Still trying to reach the 9 remaining departments.




2.
Work on Round XIII is slow. Brandes have met with an engineer and will start the covered feed area in mid June. They are working with Helen Terry on a Grazing System Plan. ValDale Farms is working with an engineer on a manure storage systems to include milk parlor waste. Francisco Farms has sold off it’s dairy and will raise heifers. Plan to meet with John Francisco to determine which BMP’s will still need to be addressed.




3.
Working on as-built drawings for several Round X BMP’s. Should be completed within the next two weeks.


C.
Executive Director:


1.
Contract and reimbursement request has been forwarded to the Dorm Authority in the amount of $603,949.26. Letters have been sent to Legislators and the Governor regarding the release of funds. Still awaiting word on the agreement extension with the County. Work commenced at Amity on May 11th. DEC permit modification required to be in river between April 1st and May 30th. Work was temporarily stopped until May 26th. Design additions have been approved by FEMA. Mulch will need to be spread and trees planted. 

2. Discussion of the State financial situation as it pertains to Districts was discussed. Round 15 and Year 5 AEM are on hold, and FL-LOWPA funding has been cut to $40,000.00. Our $30,000.00 reimbursement is not expected until June.

3. Ag District #4 has been completed and the report is available.

4. A draft of a district newsletter is being worked on and should be ready for the July meeting.

5. The Town of Amity and Monty Jennings has contacted the District regarding trees in the River. Trip reports and pictures have been compiled regarding meetings on these issues.

6. Discussion was held on Earned Income programs. Pond evaluation and information for consultants were some of the items discussed. It was the consensus that we support and assist with the NYS DEC tree program and not do a separate one.

7. NRCS security issues were discussed and a response from the State Committee was reviewed.
8. Several meetings were attended during the past month: 1)Genesee River Wilds; 2) Mt Morris Dam; 3) Trailside Envirothon Competition; 4) Stormwater training; 5) Highway Superintendents meeting.

V. New Business
A. Discussion was held regarding an “Office Needs Committee”, to research the future office needs and location of the District.

B.
The Division I Director’s meeting will be held 27th. Curtis Rung is planning to attend this meeting.
VI. Old Business

A. Discussion was held on setting of fees for certain work done by the District. Some of the items discussed were: 1) Pond evaluation; 2) information and copies for consultants. Discussion was held regarding a tree and shrub program and it was the consensus that we assist DEC with their program.

B.
Discussion was held regarding the security clearance requirements being requested by NRCS. The State Committee opinion is that as long as District employees are not using NRCS equipment and programs, the full security clearance is not necessary.

VII. Announcements

A. Next meeting will be July 21, 2009 at the Ag Service Center at 6:00pm. 
VIII. Correspondence: No action required.
IX.
Adjournment: 8:45 pm
____________________




____________________
Gloria D. Miess




Rodney Bennett
Secretary




Chairman
