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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1MINUTES

ALLEGANY COUNTY SOIL & WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT

BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING – OCTOBER 20, 2009
Ag Service Ctr, 5425 County Rt. 48

Belmont, N.Y.

Directors


Staff





Rod Bennett, Chair


Gretchen Gary, Exec. Director
Ted Hopkins, Legislator


Gloria Miess, Dist Sec-Treas

Curtis Rung, Grange



Phil May, Farm Bureau

Cooperating Agencies


Others



Les Travis, AEA, NYSSWCC
I. Call to Order: 6:03pm by Chairman Bennett
II. Minutes of September 15 & September 18, 2009: Approved, (Hopkins-Rung)
III. Financial Reports

A. Treasurer’s Report: Approved (Hopkins-May)
B. Abstracts: Approved (Rung-Hopkins)
C. It was noted that the $10,208.30 reimbursement from NRCS for the OEC Wetlands project has been received. These funds will be put into 2007 FL-LOWPA.
IV. Cooperating Agency & Staff Reports
A. NRCS Report: (Written Report Attached)

1. It was reported that 7 applications were received for the CSP program. 

2. Construction season has ended and due to wet weather not many projects were completed.

3. Conservation efforts for October 1, 2008 to September 30, 2009 were reported, as well as the active contracts.

4. It was reported that Vida Hughes, Soil Conservation Technician, will be retiring as of October 30, 2009.

B. Executive Director (Report Attached)
1. It was reported that Doug Gillette, NRCS, was contacted regarding qualifications for signing Compliance Plans. There are no general qualifications other than a District person designated by the Board. The Executive Director was designated by the Board to sign Compliance Plans. Approved (Bennett-Rung) 

2. Notification was sent to FSA and NRCS on September 22, 2009, of the elimination of the technician’s position and the impending move of the District.

3. Genesee River FEMA projects are complete and all billings have been submitted and funds received. A portion of the funding will be held back to cover the close of 2007 FL-LOWPA, as we have not received the 2008 FL-LOWPA funds. We requested four (4) bids for the audit required by FEMA and have hired RC Mercer from Ellicottville, at a cost of $2,000.00 to complete the audit. Payment will come from FL-LOWPA.
4. The 2010 County Budget Appropriation was accepted at $110,000.00. A 3-year contract has not been approved and it was suggested that we take the request back to the DPW Committee in November. It was the consensus of the Board that we pursue the signing of a 3-year contract with the County.

5. We have received our final Year 4 AEM payment of $2,064.00. Discussion was held regarding Year 5 AEM, and Les Travis stated that we will receive Year 5, but that anything beyond that is not guaranteed.

6. AEM week is scheduled for October 25-31, 2009. The County Legislature will be doing a Proclamation at their Board Meeting on October 26th. Jay and Joanne Cockle have been chosen to be the AEM Farm for 2009. They will be presented with a road-side sign at the County Board Meeting on the 26th. Press releases will be sent to the Olean Times Herald, Wellsville Daily Reporter and Cuba Patriot.

7. More cuts may be forth coming in the FL-LOWPA program and we have sent a new budget to the Water Resources Board.
8. We have sent out requests for filing cabinets for the office. Cortland and Schuyler S&WCDs have donated map cabinets, this is a savings of approximately $2,300.

9. Technical assistance for engineering has been offered by Steuben County and a request for technical assistance has been sent to RC&D. We have also requested interns from Alfred State, Alfred U, and Houghton College for map and design cataloging, County Forest master plan, gps work on the GRW trails.

10. Assistance is needed in cleaning out the shop and deciding what we can sell. It was also noted that we need to have light bulbs put into the lighting fixtures in the shop area.

11. A letter of approval has been received from Ag & Markets for Ag District #4. We received a request from Sonya Cady to be entered into an Ag District during the open season. This is a 1 Acre plot located within the hamlet of Scio, with close neighbors on both sides. It was the consensus of the Board that this property does not fit the qualifications of a viable farm.
12. We have investigated two (2) sites for technical assistance. One was in the Town of Caneadea on Council House were the 30 ft river bank is severely eroding and endangering the highway. This project will be submitted by the Town under the FEMA program for the August 2009 storm event. The second is a drainage problem on the Ralph Hills property in the Town of Wellsville. This was project was referred to the County, Town of Wellsville and Nationalgrid.

13. Fred has volunteered to complete the close-out report for Round X. 

14. A time extension will be filed for Round XIII to November 15, 2011. Approved (Rung-May)
15. The 2010 Conservation Project request is being filed for funding to update the County Forest Management Plan for the next 15 years.

16. Discussion was held on improvements that are required at the District Facility. Immediate needs include a parking lot drainage problem, signage, sidewalk to door, phone system, printers networked, mailbox mounted. BOCES has been contacted regarding the inside work as possible student training project.

17. Discussion was held regarding the County Hazard Mitigation Plan update. It was the consensus of the Board that we offer to house a person to do the update. 

18. Discussion was held on a logo for the District. The logo suggested was “Allegany County – where it is always greener”.

19. A meeting will be held on November 9, 2009, at 3:00 pm with Astor Boozer, NRCS State Conservationist, regarding the situation with NRCS cooperation.

V. Announcements

A. Next meeting will be November 17, 2009, at the District Facility at 6:00pm. 
VI. Correspondence: No action required
VII. Adjournment: 8:17 pm

____________________



____________________
Gloria D. Miess




Rodney Bennett
Secretary




Chairman

