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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1MINUTES

ALLEGANY COUNTY SOIL & WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT

BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING – SEPTEMBER 15, 2009
Ag Service Ctr, 5425 County Rt. 48

Belmont, N.Y.

Directors


Staff





Rod Bennett, Chair


Gretchen Gary, Exec. Director
Ted Hopkins, Legislator


Gloria Miess, Dist Sec-Treas

Curtis Rung, Grange



Mike McCormick, Legislator
Phil May, Farm Bureau

Cooperating Agencies


Others
Kathy Kos, DC, NRCS
I. Call to Order: 6:15pm by Chairman Bennett
II. Minutes of August 18, 2009: Approved, as distributed at the meeting (Hopkins-Rung)
III. Financial Reports

A. Treasurer’s Report: Approved (Hopkins-May)
B. Abstracts: Approved (Hopkins–May)
C. The Budget Committee met prior to the Board Meeting to discuss the present financial status of the District and the 2010 Budget. Minutes forthcoming.
IV. Cooperating Agency & Staff Reports
A.
NRCS Report: 


Discussion was held regarding the fact that emails that have been sent to the Chairman from the Area Conservationist are not being received. These are being delivered to the Chairman by Kathy Kos, DC. 


Report was given on number, dollar amounts and acreage for EQIP, WHIP and AMA contracts in the County, as well as the number and acreage amounts for plans. 



The OEC payment, which was assigned to the District, for the WRP project has been resolved and we should receive the payment in the near future. Kathy stated that Fred had said that we had $4,500.00 in FL-LOWPA funding for the project and she questioned why this amount should be reimbursed. 



The amount earned toward our Operational Agreement was requested by Kathy. She stated that the only projects that counted toward this agreement were: Cairns, Francisco and ValDale. Executive Director ask if they were going to pay for hours spent on other NRCS projects, and she stated that would have to be looked into. Discussion was held regarding the signing of our next Operational Agreement. The fact that DEC is expected to be moving out of the building and the Soil Survey Team move into their space was also discussed. It was the consensus of the Board that if we do not have our building rented we would not sign the Operational Agreement, but would move into our building. The signing of the Operational Agreement was put on hold until the building occupation question is finalized. Approved (McCormick-Hopkins)


Kathy informed the Board that the Area Conservationist will attend our October meeting.



Kathy stated, that as acting DC in Cattaraugus County, she had been busy assisting with review of damage from recent storms. Sixty-one (61) EWP sites, in the amount of $6,921,000, have been applied for.




It was stated that NRCS has a number of plans that need signing and that Joe Orosz was the only one that was qualified to sign them. It was noted that these had been signed in the past by the Field Manager or the Board Chairman. Qualifications for signing of these plans was requested.



B.
Field Staff




Joe Orosz, District Technician, was absent, no report.


C.
Executive Director

1. Official letters have been sent to FEMA/SEMO stating that the Genesee River projects are complete. FEMA/SEMO has done their check of the sites and approved the projects for final payment. We have received our final payment from SEMO, except for administration costs, and will be paying the County this week. We submitted  Administrative Costs of $47,645 and have received word from SEMO that we have been approved for $36,704. The final Dormitory Authority bill has been submitted.
2. 2010-2012 County Budget Contract figures have been decreased to $110,000 per year by the County Administrator. Discussion was held. It was the decision of the Board that we go back to the County with a request of $110,000-2010, $120,000-2011 and $130,000-2012. Resolution 2009-05 “Authorizing of Request for Renewal of 3-Year Funding Contract with Allegany County” Approved (McCormick-May)  

3. We have signed our AEM Yr-5 contract and expect the $5,000 advance and the $2,064 for Yr-4 within a few months. 
4. Week of September 20-26th is RC&D Week. A Proclamation was made by the County Legislature on Monday and we will have press releases in all the area newspapers during that week. 
5. The FL-LOWPA 09-10 final narrative has been submitted in the amount of $46,000, with in-kind services of $3,810. Advance funds are expected in a few months.
6. A resolution from Otsego County regarding Natural Gas Exploration was read and discussion was held on action that may need to be taken in the County
V. Executive Session 
7:45pm - Entered into Executive Session for discussion of personnel and financial matters. Approved (Rung-Hopkins)

8:23pm – Came out of Executive Session Approved (Hopkins-Rung)

The Board requested that the Executive Director consult with the County Attorney regarding the position of Field Technician, and that she take the appropriate action, as set forth by the County Attorney


VI. New Business

All New Business was covered in the Executive Director’s Report.

VII. Old Business

Question was raised in regards to the Dissolved Oxygen Meter which was purchased. It was reported that Cuba Lake has the machine at the present time and that they are going to set it up and teach us to use it in lieu of a rental fee. 

Directors were asked about attendance at the NYACD Meeting in Lake George in October. C. Rung plans to attend.

VIII. Announcements

A. Next meeting will be October 20, 2009, at the Ag Service Center at 6:00pm. 
IX. Correspondence: No action required
X. Adjournment: 8:35 pm

____________________



____________________
Gloria D. Miess




Rodney Bennett
Secretary




Chairman
